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Dear Parents and Carers,
As you may be aware, the Phonics screening check is fast approaching. We are working hard in school with our daily phonics lessons, but we would love your support to ensure our children have the best possible chance as reading is an integral part to everyday life. 
What is the Phonics screening check?
The Phonics Screening Check takes place in Year 1. Children throughout the country will all take the test during the same week. If they are absent from school during that week, they will take it within the specified time frame. The Phonics Screening Check is designed to allow schools to assess whether children have made expected progress within their phonics learning and have reached an appropriate standard. It can help teachers to identify gaps in children’s phonics knowledge and gives the school a picture of there the children may be excelling or requiring extra support.
What happens during the screening?
The phonics screening check is designed not to be stressful for your child. The test contains 40 words. Some of these words are real words and some are ‘non-words’ or ‘nonsense words’. Children will be prepared for the fact that some of the words will not be real words and these words are identifiable during the test by having a small image of an alien next to them. These ‘non-words’ are important because all children will need to use their decoding skills and read them as they will have not learnt by sight. The test will take around 10 minutes per child, although children are allowed to work at their own pace and these is no time limit. If your child is struggling, the teacher can stop the check. Each child will sit one- to- one with an adult and will be asked to read the 40 words out loud.
What is the pass mark?
The pass mark is 32/40. 
When will it take place?
It will take place in the week beginning Monday 2nd June 2025.
How can you help at home?
· Please sit with your child each day to read through their spelling lists (for the current week and previous weeks). 
· Resources, such as online activities and videos will be posted on Seesaw. 
· Please continue daily reading with your child via school books or bug club.
Kind Regards,
Year 1 and Year 2 team.
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